10                   ETHICS AND ITS  PROBLEMS.

of rules for practical conduct or a theory of human
virtue ; nor shall I attempt to trace the origin and
nature of moral sentiments and ideas, or of the
social institutions and customs connected with mor-
ality. If these subjects have to be introduced at all,
it will be only in so far as they may be thought to
decide, or tend to decide, the question more imme-
diately in view.

(a) from m-      Thus it forms no part of the present* inquiry to
th^methods follow out the application to conduct of different
of ethics     ethical ends, or to exhibit the different practical
systems to which different ends naturally lead.    It
might seem indeed, at first sight, as if the develop-
ment of their practical consequences might solve
the question as to the nature of the ends them-
selves.   If we assume certain possible and primd
fade reasonable ethical ends, and then see what
codes of morality they will yield, surely (it may be
thought) that one which affords the most consist-
ent and harmonious code for the guidance of life
will be the end to be sought in preference   to
Limitation   all others.   But in order that the criticism of what
Professor Sidgwick has called the methods of ethics
may be able to answer the question as to the end
or principle of ethics, certain conditions must first
(aa) from    be complied with.   In the first place, it is necessary
ke en^s or principles whose applications to

mg aii log-   conduct are to be examined must not be uncritic-

ical alter-

natives,      ally accepted from the fluctuating morality of com-